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BUILDING WAGES 


THE decision of the executives of the unions affiliated to the National Federation of 

Building Trades Operatives to seek from the National Joint Council an increase in 
wages of 6d. an hour for all grades in the trade appears, on reflection, to be in the nature of 
a repetition, in similar spirit, of a request made three and a half years ago. On that 
occasion the operatives’ claim for a rise of 9d. and 6d., respectively, in the wage rates of 
craftsmen and labourers was rejected by the National Arbitration Tribunal. Apart from 
considerations regarding the need for increased productivity, the wage-freeze policy of the 
Government at that time doubtless assisted the Tribunal in arriving at its decision. 
Despite this, however, an increase of threepence was made in the basic hourly rate some 
six months later, when the operatives agreed to the principle of incentives. 

In assessing the merits of this latest request there are several factors which require 
thought. First, one may ask, what is its relation to the cost-of-living variations which 
have been a feature of the wage structure of the industry for the last quarter of a century 
orso? Owing to increases in the index figures since the early part of this year the industry 
is already committed to an increase of 4d. per hour in February next. On the other hand, 
building employers will not have failed to mark the significance of wage increases made 
and due to be made in other industries, notably agriculture and engineering—increases 
which may conceivably affect the future availability of labour for building work in both 
urban and rural areas. What, it may also be asked, is the justification for a request for 
6d.? Why not 54d,, or 4d. even? The answer must be that there is none. The figure 
is purely arbitrary and the unions’ leaders cannot for one moment expect to get it, for 
they know too well that the cost to the nation, estimated at £52m. a year, prohibits it. 
Finally, what about incentives? In October, 1947, the operatives accepted the principle 
of payment by results as a means by which output might be stepped up, building costs 
cut and their own earning capacity increased. That being so, it seems possible to read 
in this wage request the failure of certain employers to introduce incentive schemes, 
thereby unbalancing the earning power of their own employees with that of those whose 
wages are linked with output. 

There is some evidence to show that relations in the industry are now as goodas, if not 
better than; ever before, and there seems no reason to suppose that a satisfactory settle- 
ment cannot be reached on this matter, without the need to go to arbitration. Anincrease 
of 6d: is out of the question, for neither the industry nor the nation can afford it. Whether 
or not a case for increase is proved. to the National Joint Council, the warning to those 
employers who have shown disinclination to initiate incentive payment schemes must 
now be clear. Unless general acceptance and implementation of schemes of incentives 
payments becomes the rule, the industry may have to abandon the guiding principle laid 
down three years ago, that increased wages must be linked to increased production, It 
is now becoming of national and not merely industrial importance that this principle be 
maintained not by the few but by the many. The responsibility lies squarely on the 
shoulders of the employers. 
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Coventry Cathedral Competition 


THE conditions of competition for the 
rebuilding of Coventry Cathedral, with 
the addition of a Chapel of Unity and a 
Christian Service Centre, herald one of the 
most interesting and important building 
competitions ever, interesting because the 
architect is posed with two separate prob- 
lems of magnitude in arriving at his solu- 
tion. The first is one which has long been 
with us—to what extent shall the past fetter 
the present in architectural design? The 
second is equally important,.and consists in 
finding a true answer to the problems set 
by Bishop Gorton in his project for estab- 
lishing a Chapel of Unity which | shall 
belong both to the Free Churches and to 
the Anglican Communion. 
We have recently had a further example 


of Commons, where Sir Giles Scott’s per- 
petuation of the Gothic revival style has 
been widely debated both in print and 
wherever architects foregather. The pro- 
fession will by this time have formed its 
own opinions ; our own view is that the 
small scale of the House of Commons in 
relation to the whole Palace of Westminster 
was sufficient reason for rebuilding it in 
character with Barry’s work. The same 
argument does not apply to Coventry, where 
the whole building above ground, with the 
exception of the tower, has been gutted. 
Many will earnestly hope that the new 
buildings that will come from this com- 
petition will be contemporary in feeling as 
well as construction. Those who continually 
decry the work of contemporary architects, 
while denying them those opportunities 
which challenge and inspire, do no service 
to the art. 





“THE BRITISH ARCHITECT ” 


The conditions are a model of their kind, 
and the “brief” given by the Bishop and 
Provost which introduces them is admirable. 
We print it in full elsewhere,- but quote 
here an extract: “ This should be the ideal 
of the architect, not to conceive a building 
and place in it an altar, but to conceive 
an altar and to create a building.” This 
may well be the key to the successful solu- 
tion: it would be in consonance with the 
emphasis placed by the Bishop when, as 
headmaster of Blundell’s School, he had the 

,altar placed in the central aisle of the 
chapel, a practice which was followed in 
the design prepared by Sir Giles Scott for 
the rebuilding of Coventry Cathedral. 
Publication of “‘ The Builder ” 

RESUMPTION of work in London printing 
offices began on Wednesday of this week 
and once more we are able to produce 
a printed issue, though necessarily a small 
one. As from next issue, publication should 
be normal. We express our sincere regrets 
to our readers who, for reasons outside our 
control, for the past four weeks have been 
deprived of the newspaper in its proper 
form, and have had to be content with 
emergency issues. Their many _ kindly 
messages have been much appreciated by 
the staff. 

Cambridge Preservation Society 

THE TWENTY-FIRST Annual Report of the 
Cambridge Preservation Society, just issued, 
has for its leading feature a summary of 
the Report on Cambridge Planning Pro- 
posals by Messrs. William Holford and H. 
Myles Wright, together with reproductions 
of the general plan and a bird’s-eye view 
perspective, followed by the Society’s 
observations on the Report which, while 
generally favourable, include a number of 
criticisms and alternative suggestions which 
appear to be well founded and will no 
doubt receive careful consideration. 

The Society continues to make progress 
and it is good to see that its membership 
of 2,100 includes not only the distinguished 
individual names that one expects to find 
but also those of many local companies 
and firms. New subscriptions or donations 
to the Society’s funds will be gladly received 
either by the Secretary, Cambridge Preser- 
vation Society, Cambridgeshire House, 
Cambridge, or c/o Barclays Bank, Ltd., 
Bene’t-street, Cambridge. Copies of the 
Report are presumably obtainable at the 
former address. 


FROM “THE BUILDER ” OF 1850 


Saturday, November 2, 1850. 

On Lineal Expression and Architectural 
Design. . . . It seems to me that the archi- 
tect should guard against the dreamy 
pleasure excited by what is termed the 
association of ideas. From this blinding 
cause have arisen many of the poorest 
imitations of the day. However much the 
artist may delight in identifying himself 
with the past, he should remember that it 
is past; that the public—that the world— 
has its tastes, habits, ideas, character and 
life, as strongly shown and determined as 
they ever were in the history of mankind; 
and that he cannot drive us back... . (From 
an article signed J.B.W.) 
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COMPETITION NEWS 
Cathedral Church of 
St. Michael, Coventry 


OVENTRY Cathedral Reconstruction 
Committee, acting on behalf of the 
Cathedral Council and the Joint Council of 
the Cathedral Christian Service Centre invite 
qualified architects who are British subjects, 
Commonwealth citizens, or citizens of Eire, 
wherever resident, to submit designs in 
competition for the new Cathedral Church, 
Chapel of Unity and Christian Service 
Centre, proposed to be erected on a site in 
the centre of Coventry. 

Sir Percy Thomas, P-P.R.I.B.A., Mr. 
Edward Maufe, R.A., and. Mr. Howard 
Robertson, A.R.A., have been appointed 
assessors, and premiums of £2,000, £1,500 
and £1,000 will be paid by the promoters 
to the authors of the designs placed first, 
second and third. It is the intention of the 
promoters. to proceed with the scheme. 
Copies of the conditions, site plan, etc., may 
be obtained from the Secretary, Coventry 
Cathedral Reconstruction Committee, 22, 
Bayley-lane, Coventry, upon deposit of 
£2 2s. to whom questions must be 
addressed by December 13 next and to 
whom designs must be returned by July 2, 
1951. The cost of the works proposed, at 
October, 1950, costs, is estimated at 
£825,000. 


Schedule of Requirements 


Competitors may place the new Cathedral 
anywhere within the boundary of the land 
edged black on the site plan. True west to 
east orientation is unessential. The exist- 
ing tower is to be retained, either separately 
or as part of the new Cathedral. The two 
crypts indicated are of historic importance 
and must be retained, not necessarily within 
the confines of the new building; access to 
them from the new building must be pro- 
vided. The old south porch (A on plan) 
must be retained and incorporated in the 
design of the new Cathedral at competitors’ 
discretion. Retention of any other part of 


* the existing Cathedral is also left to com- 


petitors’ discretion. 

Provision should be made in the Cathe- 
dral for the following forms of worship: 
(a) The daily service of the Cathedral 
clergy and choir within the main Cathedral; 
(b) the Sunday services of a regular con- 
gregation of, say, 500 people; (c) large 
diocesan or civic services; and (d) festivals 
of music. The altar should be placed 
towards the “east”; there should be no 
screen for the chancel or choir ‘“ west” of 
the altar. The Cathedral should provide 
seating for 1,250, exclusive of clergy and 
choir. There should be permanent seating 
for 150 diocesan clergy. There should be 
also sufficient clear space in the body of 
the building so that an additional 250 chairs 
can -be added when required. Among the 
other accommodation and features 
scheduled are eight “hallowing” places. 
The layout of the ground around the 
Cathedral should make provision for an 
open-air pulpit and an open-air stage for 
religious plays. 

The Chapel of Unity will belong to the’ 
joint council of the Coventry Cathedral 
Christian Service Centre, which is a 
separate body consisting of members of the 
Church of England and the Free Churches. 
The Chapel should be contiguous with the 
main Cathedral building, forming an _ in- 
tegral part of the whole architectural 
grouping of the Cathedral and having an 
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WEST ELEVATION 


important relationship to it. It is to 
accommodate 200 persons. The Christian 
Service Centre should form an architectural 
composition with the Cathedral but need 
not necessarily be attached to it. 


Style and Materials 


No restrictions are placed upon com- 
petitors as to style or materials to be used 
in any of the buildings. Nearby buildings, 
however, are all built in stone, and a light- 
pink sandstone is still available. Com- 
petitors are required to indicate their pro- 
posals for the layout of the whole site in 
addition to that covered by the three main 
parts. 

The conditions, which are admirably 
drawn up and presented, include, in addi- 
tion to the site plan, elevations of the 
existing tower, an appendix qn the purpose 
of the Chapel of Unity, a guide to the 
Cathedral, and photographs of the Cathe- 
dral remains and of adjacent buildings 
which it is proposed to retain. Perspectives 
of new civic buildings now under construc- 
tion or proposed are also included. 

Finally, the conditions contain the follow- 
ing message from the Bishop and the 
Provost to the competitor: “The Cathe- 
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SPirRE AND ToweER 
COVENTRY 


CATHEDRAL 


ELEVATION LOOKING 


dral is to speak to us and to generations to 
come of the majesty, the eternity and the 
glory of God. God, therefore, direct you> 
It is a Cathedral of the Church of England. 
In terms of function, what should such a 
Cathedral express? It stands as a witness 
to the central dogmatic truths of the 
Christian faith. Architecturally it should 
seize on those truths and thrust them upon 
the man who comes in from the street. 


“The doctrine and the worship of the 
Church of England is liturgically centred in 
the Eucharist. The Cathedral should be 
built to enshrine the altar. This should be the 
ideal of the architect, not to conceive a 
building and place in it an altar, but to con- 
ceive an altar and to create a building. In 
the Anglican liturgy it is the people’s altar: 
the altar should gather the people, it should 
offer access for worship and invitation to 
Communion. With the altar—in the unity 
of worship—there is the preaching of the 
Gospel among our people of Coventry and 
the interpretation of the Word. 


“The theology of the Cathedral we put 
before you to direct your thought. Prayer 
will be with you from the Cathedral Crypt 
and from the Diocese of Coventry. May 
God be with you in this great matter.” 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


‘“‘The Quantity Surveyor’s 
Contribution to Production ” 


To tHe Epiror oF The Builder. 
GiR,—In your issue of October 6 you 

published a letter from Mr. Michael 
Gilling, who seems disillusioned as to the 
nature of the profession upon which he is 
about to embark. Perhaps he was misled by 
your leader of September 22, a paragraph 
of which he quotes and which, incidentally, 
is very badly worded, and, as it stands, is 
quite untrue. It states that “the quantity 
surveyor’s position in the building industry 
is essentially a subordinate one.” This might 
mean that a quantity surveyor is subordinate 
to a building contractor or even to his 
operatives. 

The quantity surveyor has actually a very 
high position in the building industry. In 
the initial stages of a scheme he often acts 
in a consultative capacity as to costs whilst 
the preliminary drawings are being prepared. 
His “subordinate” capacity as such lasts, 
presumably, whilst he is preparing his bills 
of quantities, during which period he is 
governed by the wishes and instructions of 
the architect, who, although perhaps to a 
lesser degree, is “ subordinate” to the client. 
The contractor is “subordinate” to both 
the architect and the quantity surveyor, as 
he receives his instructions from both. _ 

At the end of a contract the quantity 
surveyor performs functions which are any- 
thing but subordinate; for instance, he acts 
in an arbitrary capacity between contractor 
and client. The word “ subordinate” con- 
veys the wrong attitude to all concerned. 
From the client to the labourer, all should 
be regarded as a team, each member of 
which has his function to perform. 

I feel sorry for Mr. Gilling in his present 
disillusioned state. A quantity surveyor 
without creative qualities would be in a sorry 
state. How many times during the prepara- 
tion of a bill of quantities is it necessary for 
the quantity surveyor to prepare his own 
details of a particular feature, or to design 
his own drainage layout, his plumbing 
circuits, or his water supply? Name any 
architect who would not be delighted if a 
more economical method of construction 
could be effected. 

A. E. Tower, A.R.IC.S. 

“ Uplands,” Elvet Moor, 

Durham City. 


Quantity Surveyors in 
Contractors’ Offices 


To THE Epitror oF The Builder. 


IR,—I note with interest that the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors is 
considering conferring with the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 
with regard to allowing quantity surveyors 
in contractors’ offices the opportunity to sit 
for the R.I.C.S. examinations. 

I understand that it has been the policy 
of the Institute of Quantity Surveyors, for 
a number of years now, to allow the con- 
tractor’s quantity surveyor to membership 
subject to his passing the same qualifying 
examinations as those which his professional 
counterpart is required to pass, and I am 
pleased that the R.I.C.S. has now got to the 
stage of considering a similar move and is 
following, or thinking of following, along 
the same sensible lines. 

C. J. W. PARKER. 
25, Nelson-road, Hornsey, N.8. 
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Salaries of Clerks of Works 

To THE Eprror oF The Builder. 
XIR,—I refer to Mr. Gregory’s letter in 
what must become your historic issue 
of September 8, dealing with the inadequacy 
of salaries offered by some local authorities. 

It is possible that because of the particular 
issue in which it was published, the letter 
has escaped notice. One would have 
expected many letters supporting Mr. 
Gregory’s protest, and it might have been 
interesting to have read a local authority’s 
view on these salaries. 

I deal with-a great many inquiries for 
clerks of works needed for important 
projects and know how valuable are services 
of such men to architects and building 
owners, and how difficult it is today to find 
a sufficiency of the right type of experienced 
men to fill these posts, even when the best 
salaries are offered. Of those borough 
engineers, architects and surveyors whose 
councils insist on them offering such low 
salaries I ask: “How can you hope to 
obtain the right man capable of ensuring 
that your council obtains the best value for 
its money? 

“TI would urge you to use your influence 
with your councils to pay salaries com- 
mensurate with the services needed.” 

J. S. RiGpDEN, General Secretary, 

London Association of Builders’ Foremen 

and Clerks of Works. 

56, Priory-avenue, Cheam, Surrey. 

*,' In his letter in our issue of September 8 
Mr. Gregory, Secretary of the National 
Federation of Clerks of Works and Building 
Foremen’s Association, protested at “the 
low salaries often offered by local authorities 
seeking a clerk of works.”—Epb. 


Operatives’ Wage Demand 

To THE Epiror oF The Builder. 
IR,—The demand for 6d. an hour increase 
on building trade labour means £70 on 


the cost of an average Council house, or 
11d. a week on the rent. Since last February 








RHYME OF THE TIME 


** Neo-Gothic is out of date” 
The carping critics cried; 

“To do away with the carved ornate 
They really should have tried. 

Science, the source of all our joys, 
Should fashion the modern scene; 

So down with the arts and crafts me boys 
And up with the mere machine ! 


‘** O for a Chamber up to date 
With the concrete plain to view, 
Relieved with a spot of chromium plate 
And a touch of piastics too. 
Science, the source of all our joys, 
Should fashion the modern scene; 
So down with the arts and crafts me boys 
And up with the mere machine ! ” 
bd * *- 


Barry, afloat in astral space, 
Looked down with a spectral eye— 
‘Well done, Sir Giles, I approve the 
place,” 
He was heard to make reply; 
** A * Modern’ House in my Gothic fane 
Would mar the aesthetic scene.” 
So up with the arts and crafts again 
And down with the mere machine ! 


Hari Bona. 
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the cost of the house has risen by £40 
(64d. rent) as a result of incfeases in the 
cost of petrol (which accounts for £15), 
sand, ballast, cement, bricks, timber, copper 
and other items. If’ the 6d. demand is 
granted, that will be 1s. 53d. added this 
year to rents already far too high by any 
standard. 

The demand must be resisted or the size 
of the house reduced. That £110 can be 
saved in this way I know to be possible 
without spoiling the job. : 

J. H. R. FREEBORN, 
M.A., F.R.LB.A., F.R.LC.S. 


Jointing of Stoneware Pipes 
To THE Eprror oF The Builder. 
IR,—I .read with interest the corre- 
spondence on the subject of the use of 
yarn in stoneware pipe joints. My experi- 
ence is that almost all drainlayers lay the 
whole length of drain before commencing to 
make the joints. In this case a scraper is 
not used, so that yarn appears to be abso- 
lutely necessary. 

Only in a very few instances have I known 
the joints to be made as each pipe is placed 
in position and a semi-circular wood scraper 
used to remove surplus material from the. 
bore. Presumably, those who advocate 
omitting yarn would require the laying to 
be done as the joints are made. 

R. S. Swiour, M.1.C.W. 


COMING EVENTS 
Wednesday, November 8 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ASSOCIATIONS.— 
“Landscape in Housing Design,” by Mr. Peter Shep- 
heard, F:R.1.B.A. 28, King-street, Covent Garden, 
W.C.2.. 1.15 p.m. 

R.LC.S. (QuaNnTITy SuRveyors).—“‘ Procedure in the 
case of Bankruptcy in the course of a Building Contract,” 
by Mr. Sidney R. Redfern, solicitor. R.1.C.S., 12, Great 
George-street, London, S.W.1. 6p.m. 

L.M.B.A. (CENTRAL AREA, No. 1).—92nd Ordinary 
General Meeting. Derry and Tom’s Restaurant, Kensing- 
ton. Luncheon, | p.m. 

Royat Society oF Arts.—‘‘ Future of the Arts in 
the Welfare State,” by Mr. Eric ‘Newton, B.A. R.S.A., 
John Adam-street, Adelphi, W.C.2. 2.30 p.m. 

ILLUMINATING ENGINEERING SOciETY (EDINBURGH 
CeNTRE).—" Lighting of Architecture,” by Mr. G. 
Grenfell Baines. Welfare Club Hall, High-street, 
Edinburgh. 7 p.m. Also on following day at 39, Elm- 
bank-crescent, Glasgow, C.2. 6 p.m. 

Thursday, November 9 

TowN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ~ ASSOCIATION 
(STUDENTS’ PLANNING Group).—“‘Is Planning Progressing 
Backwards ?”; a debate between Mr. Ronald Fury, 
A.R.LB.A., and Mr. B. J. Collins, F.R.LLC.S., M.T.P.I. 
28, King-street, Covent Garden, W.C.2. 6.15 p.m. 

ILLUMINATING ENGINEERING SoOctETY (MANCHESTER 
CeNTRE).—" Lighting in the New House of Commons,” 
by Veronica Demuth. College of Technology, Sackville- 
street, Manchester, 1. 6p.m. 


Saturday, November 11 


ECCLESIOLOGICAL SocteTy.—Visit to Lambeth Parish 
Church. 2,30 p.m. 





Preservation Society’s Appeal 

Protests by the South Bedfordshire 
Preservation Society and other interested 
bodies have so far stayed the action of the 
Minister of Transport, who has issued an 
Order for the closing of the Tottenhoe 
Green Lanes. The Order, which was con- 
tested in the High Court by the Society in 
March this year, was quashed, but there 
‘is to be an appeal against this decision. To 
safeguard itself against the possibility of the 
appeal being successful, in which case costs 
might. be awarded against it, the Society is 
seeking to raise £1,200 on a guarantee basis. 
If the Society wins the case no money will 
be collected. Guarantees may be sent to 
Mrs. P. M. F. Ball, Hon. Secretary and 
Treasurer, 52, Waller-avenue, Luton. 
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From an Architect's Portfolio 
PULPIT 


BICKERSTAFFE CHURCH 
BILLINGE, near ORMSKIRK 





‘= pulpit is of Clipsham stone and is designed in relation 

to and to harmonise with an existing chancel rail. 
The inscription is adapted from Isaiah 55 Verse 11, and is as 
follows:—‘‘ My word shall not return unto me void but 
it shall accomplish that which I please and it shall prosper 
in the thing whereto I sent it.” 


HERBERT THEARLE, B.ARCH., F.R.I.B.A., 
ARCHITECT 


H. TYSON SMITH, A.R.B.S., SCULPTOR 
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House C, open 


THE FLEXIBLE HOUSE 


By ARTHUR W. KENYON, C.B.E., F.R.1.B.A., M.T.P.I. 


THE plan of the small house has, during 

the past decade, gone through so 
many and various forms that it must be 
almost impossible to think of anything 
new. 

But have we achieved anything, or has 
not the house got cluttered up with too 
many walls, making too many cells ; and 
do any of us really know how many cells 
the average family require ? 

If we go back to the early cottage, we 
find it consisted of two rooms with the 
staircase leading out of one room to the 
first-floor bedrooms. To this was added 
passages to shut one room off from an- 
other ; staircase halls ; separate kitchens 
—all within the same area. 

We may still be right to do this, but are 
we dividing them up in the most con- 
venient way and have we not become a 
little conservative in our habits ? 

To-day we are building for mass clients 
without knowing their individual require- 





House A, partitions closed 


ments. Furthermore, with all the will in 
the world, we are not able to judge their 
reactions as well as we were perhaps when 
houses were more plentiful and people 
were able to be more selective. 


I suggest, therefore, we should get back 
to first principles and assume the whole 
of the ground floor is living space. From 
there we can see how many ways there are 
of dividing up this space, and we may find 
there are some divisions which can be left 
out. 


I have therefore made models of three 
orthodox examples of two-storey three- 
bedroom terrace houses which I have 
built since the war, and the photographs 
at the top of the page show these as 
completely open without any partitions. 


With all the partitions put in we have 
the divisions shown in the plans on facing 
page, which I think are self-explanatory. 
These partitions could be (and, in fact, are) 
normally of a permanent nature, but I 


House B, partitions closed 


would like to suggest that by making them 
folding, the houses would be made fi2xible 
to suit individual needs—to be opened or 
closed at will, to suit altered conditions 
within the family. 

The photographs below show this flexi- 
bility and one of the sub-divisions which 
could quite readily be made. 


Think, for instance, of being able to 
partition off a small room at will for a 
children’s study, or for the older people, 
and being able to open it up again into the 
general living space when not required for 
that purpose. 

Again, the kitchen might be opened up 
into the living space during the daytim2 
to give more freedom of movement, and 
closed up when the day’s chores are over. 


I leave the rest to the imagination. My 
plea is for more flexibility in planning and, 
if possible, allowing more flexibility in 
arrangement to the family living in the 
house to suit their individual needs. 


House C, partitions closed 
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The elevation to the main road 


LABORATORIES AT DUDDEN HILL LANE, WILLESDEN 


OLIVER LAW AND PARTNERS, ARCHITECTS 


HESE laboratories are used for testing and 
research in connection with cereals and food- 
stuffs generally, with special reference to nutrition. 

The general accommodation is on two floors and 
the building is L-shaped in plan. At the corner is 
the entrance hall and staircase leading to the floor 
above. This is arranged with a gallery running 
round at first floor level and forms a well with the 
hall below. On the left of the hall is the main 
laboratory, which has five small rooms and labora- 
tories opening off along the right hand side. The 
main laboratory is divided into working bays with 
four benches, and the smaller rooms have large 
glass windows for easy vision into the various sections 
of the laboratory; above door-head level the main 
dividing wall is built with glass bricks. These rooms 
are specially fitted for the use of the chief chemists, 
and house a microbiological laboratory, a solvent 
room and a balance room. 

At the back of the entrance hall is the service 
entrance which affords easy access into all depart- 
ments. At the rear is the bakery and milling depart- 
ment, which is fitted with a large experimental 
baking oven and milling room, together with test 
benches and a laboratory devoted to dough testing. 
The first floor is given entirely to offices for the 
administrative staff. 

The building is heated throughout by low pressure 
hot water, employing vect air radiation. The heating 
chamber is under the bakery. 


Perhaps one of the most original features of the 
laboratory is the construction of the benches in the 
main laboratory. The bench tops are made of 
concrete supported upon cream coloured brick piers. 
The bench tops are covered with sheets of polished, 
black acid-resisting material which gives a very 
attractive and useful finish. The edges are covered 
with a hardwood strip. The bench tops are flat 
with no superstructure for reagent bottles, which are 
kept in glass windowed cupboards at the end of the 
main benches. The opening between the brick 
piers has been standardised throughout the premises 
and joinery fitments have been designed to fit between. 
These consist of cupboards and sets of drawers in 
hardwood, and can be interchanged when desired. 

All the usual services are incorporated and are 
carried round the external walls. Branches run from 
the mains beneath each bench. Sinks and channels 
are fitted to the benches and the wastes are taken to a 
drain running beneath the corridor floor. All 
services and drainage are easy of access and can be 
readily altered or extended if required. Fans and 
hoods deal with obnoxious fumes and the use of the 
normal inconvenient fume cupboards has _ been 
avoided. The floors throughout are covered with 
acid-resisting floor tiles. 

Externally, the walls of the building are con- 
structed in selected facing bricks with concrete floors 
and roofs. The trim around the windows and doors 
is in artificial stone. The windows are special pivot- 





November 3 1950 








50 November 3 1950 THE BUILDER 437 











Detail of front entrance 
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ARCHITECTURAL 
ASSOCIATION 
Mr. Cusdin’s Presidential Address 


[IN the course of his presidential address 
at the Architectural Association, on 
October 25, Mr. S. E. T. Cuspin, O.B.E., 
said there were grounds for sober satisfac- 
tion in the work and progress of the Asso- 
ciation, but there were difficulties—some 
which the Association had made for itself, 
and others over which it had no control. 

“One of these difficulties,” he said, “is 
due to the greatly increased size of the 
chool. This increase was a_ brilliantly 
successful piece of foresight planned to 
deal with the arrears of students whose 
courses were interrupted by the war. 
femporary buildings were erected to meet 
the demand, but the time is fast approach- 
ing when these will have to be relinquished. 
Also the school is returning to a more 
normal and regulated flow of students. The 
difficulty is to reduce its size and not its 
standards, and not to lose the momentum 
and variety which the larger size has 
created.” — 

Referring to the category of difficulties 
beyond the Association’s control, the Presi- 
dent said one of these was to find archi- 
tects who had the capacity and the time to 
devote to teaching. There was an immense 
debt of gratitude due to the few who took 
on the double task of practising and teach- 
ing, and to those who devoted their careers 
to academic life. Another difficulty, and the 
greatest to be faced by the Association, was 
that of finance. Its present position was not 
unfavourable, but the curves of income and 
expenditure were coming closer together, 
and the Council would presently be asking 
members to provide some measure of finan- 
cial security by contributing to the 
Centenary Fund. 

Turning to the subject of architecture, the 
President defined aesthetic as the science 
and perception of the beautiful, and said it 
seemed to him that contemporary architec- 
ture lacked any true or generally accepted 
aesthetic. He wondered what measure of 
agreement would be got to the question, 
“What is the most beautiful building in 
London built during the last 25 years?” 
Or if the question was limited to a choice 
of three among a selection of a few build- 
ings erected during the same period, what 
would be the relationship between the three 
most .popular? It would be difficult to 
recognise any common factors in the 
designs to account for the choice. Expert 
and lay understanding in the design of 
modern buildings was confused, and conse- 
quently we lacked a genuine basis of criti- 
cism and comprehension. 


He did not suggest that architects, for the 
sake of rules, should become less expert in 
their skill in free planning, or in the 
imaginative use of materials and struc- 
tural forms, but he was convinced that 
architecture was something more than 
building engineering, and it was his firm 
belief that a new and true form of archi- 
tectural expression was nearer than ever it 
had been during the last hundred years. It 
was not just around the corner but on the 
very threshold. This would require the full 
acceptance of a new aesthetic—it might be 
of a book of rules. Perhaps it would be 
better to state the need not as one for a 
new book of rules, but as a need for a new 
catechism or 39 articles of faith for 
architects, 
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“SCHOOL BUILDING 
IS TOO SLOW ” 
Minister of Education Suggests Remedy 


GCHOOLS are taking too long to build, 

and ways of getting more good ones 
built more quickly were suggested by Mr. 
GEORGE TOMLINSON, the Minister of Educa- 
tion, at Birmingham on October 28, when 
he opened Brookfields Primary School. 

The Minister referred to the fact that 
about 1,100,000 new school places in 
England and Wales were required between 
1947 and 1953 to meet the needs of new 
housing estates and of the larger numbers 
of young children coming into the schools, 
and continued: “ The unfortunate and brutal 
fact is that since the war it has taken far 
too long to build the schools. It is also a 
disturbing fact that, except in a few areas, 
the time of construction for new. schools 
does.not at present show any signs of becom- 
ing shorter. 

“ The crux of the problem is the shortage 
of building labour, and particularly the 
shortage of skilled tradesmen, such as brick- 
layers and plasterers. Frankly, I see no 
reason to suppose that these shortages are 
going to disappear in the near future; they 
are, I believe, a particular aspect of the 
long-term trend in the building industry and, 
if we are to meet our commitments, we 
must take these shortages into account and 
find ways of building schools which will 
circumvent them. 

“My first plea to local education 
authorities is, therefore, that they should 
view this problem of the shortage of skilled 
site labour as a permanent one, and we must 
get down to the root of the problem and 
work out on a long-term basis methods of 
construction which will use less site labour.” 

The Minister said there was a _ certain 
amount of prejudice against non-traditional 
methods of construction, mainly because 
some of the systems of this kind which were 
in use at present stood in need of modifica- 
tion and improvement and because very 
few authorities had thought it worth while 
to get down to the problem of discovering 
the best use of the systems which were avail- 
able. “If an architect,” said the Minister, 
“is to get the best out of a prefabricated 
method of construction, he must design his 
building with that particular system in 
mind. During the last two or three years 
the tendency has too often been to 
design a school and then only to adopt a 
non-traditional system of construction if 
other materials and components were found 
to be impossible to obtain. The result has 
been that many special components have 
often had to be ordered, increasing the cost 
of the job, interfering with the flow of pro- 
duction in the factory, and making it more 
difficult to secure delivery of all components 
on the site at the proper time. 


“For these reasons, I want to urge local ' 


education authorities with big school build- 
ing programmes to look at the problem 
from a long-term view.” 


Professional Announcements 


Mr. MAx Lock, F.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.L, has changed 
his address to 7, Victoria-square, London, S.W.1. 

Mr. EDWARD SmiTH, F.R.LC.S., has resigned his 
position as chief quantity surveyor to the Imperial 
War Graves Commission to take up a post as quantity 
surveyor to the Public Works Department of the Fijian 
Government. 

Mr. LEONARD MANASSEH, A.R.1.B.A., A.A.Dipl., 
has moved from 20, Buckingham-street, Strand, W.C.2, 
and is now practising from 15, Red Lion-square, W.C.2 
(Chancery 2391/2), where he will be pleased to receive 
trade catalogues, etc. ; 


IN PARLIAMENT 
Building of Private Houses 


On October 23, Mr. De La BERE asked 
the Minister of Health whether, in view of 
the fact that many of the controls imposed 
on the erection of private dwellings were 
delaying the erection of houses, he would 
hold a public inquiry to determine what 
changes were called for to expedite the 
building of private houses throughout the 
country. 

Mr. BLENKINSOP said that the Minister 
would not accept the implication in the first 
part of the question and the latter part, 
therefore, did not arise. 


Festival of Britain Buildings 

On October 23, CAPTAIN RYDER asked the 
Lord President of the Council what plans 
were being made for the use of the Festival 
of Britain buildings after the Festival had 
ended. 

Mr. HERBERT Morrison said that a num- 
ber of the Festival of Britain exhibitions and 
other events were being held in existing 
buildings. At South Kensington part of a 
new block was being built in time for the 
Science Exhibition. This new block, when 
completed, would afterwards form part of 
the Science Museum. The architecture and 
town planning exhibition at Poplar would 
consist mainly of blocks of flats, schools 
and other buildings erected by the local 
authorities for the permanent use of the 
neighbourhood. On the South Bank, apart 
from the L.C.C.’s Royal Festival Hall which 
was permanent,.the remaining buildings 
would have to be removed after the Festival 
as the site is needed for other purposes. 
Some, including the main structure of the 
Dome of. Discovery, were so designed that 
they could be dismantled and re-erected 
elsewhere. Certain of the structures in the 
Festival Pleasure Gardens, Battersea Park, 
would also be retained as permanent 
amenities. 


Cement Supplies 

On October 23, Mr. HuGH FRASER asked 
the Minister of Works whether he was aware 
that cement exported to the Continent was 
being re-imported and resold in this 
country; and what action he proposed to 
concert with other Government departments 
to put a stop to this practice. 

Mr. STOKES said he was not. He had no 
evidence that any such transactions were 
taking place. 


Concrete on Private Land 

On October 23, Mr. ALport asked the 
Minister of Works whether he would make 
a statement regarding the policy at present 
being pursued by his department with 
regard to the removal of concrete and othet 
obstructions remaining on private land; 
and what steps he intended to take to ensure 
the speedy removal of these obstructions, or 
the payment of adequate compensation to 
the owners concerned. 

Mr. STOKES said that when it was in the 
public interest that war works should be 
removed from private land, it was the prac- 
tice for his Department to make the neces- 
sary arrangements, either directly before the 
de-requisitioning of the land, or by a con- 
tribution to the owner in accordance with 
Section’ 52 of the Requisitioned Land and 
War Works Act, 1945. The work was done 
as quickly as possible, but there were many 
competing claims for such plant and labour 
as could be made available, and he was not 
in a position to promise a general accelera- 
tion of the programme. 





’ Commission on Ancient Monuments. 


Bh 


'. BUILDING LICENCE EXCEEDED 
Lord Peel Fined £25,000 


At Liverpool Assizes on October 31, 
Lord Peel (who had pleaded “Guilty” 
to being a person at whose expense 
unlawful work was carried out at his 
home, the Hyning, near Carnforth, with- 
out a licence, but “Not Guilty” to 
two alternative charges of unlawfully 
carrying out the work and being the 
person at whose expense work in excess of 
the permitted amount was carried out) was 
fined £25,000 and ordered to pay costs not 
exceeding £2,000. The architects, Messrs. 
T. M. Jones and Edgar Middleton, of 
Liverpool; the builder, Mr. Alfred Morris, 
of Lancaster; and G. N. Haden, of London, 
and James Williamson and Sons, of Lan- 
caster, were also fined amounts varying 
from £500 to £1,500; all these also entered 
the same plea. Mr. W. J. Woltman, of 
Langley Park, and Mr. W. E. Pryce, of 
Palmers Green, who had originally pleaded 
“Not Guilty” to similar charges, changed 
their pleas to “ Guilty” and were formally 
found so by the jury. 

In passing sentence, Mr. Justice Lynskey 
said that he was driven to the conclusion 
that Lord Peel did know work was being 
done outside the limits of the licence, and 
if he did not know, he deliberately closed 
his eyes to it and was prepared to go on 
with it, knowing there was no licence. He 
(the Judge) would have passed sentence of 
imprisonment, but for the attitude of the 
Ministry of Works, who, when they dis- 
covered that work was being done unlaw- 
fully, apparently were prepared to grant 
Lord Peel licences to the extent of £5,000 
to enable him to take advantage of that 
unlawful work. “If that is their yiew of 
what you have done unlawfully,” com- 
mented the Judge, “I should not be right 
in sending you to prison.” 


OBITUARY 
Sir Alfred Clapham. 


We record with deep regret the death of 
Sir Alfred Clapham, at the age of 67. For 
15 years he had been secretary of the Royal 
He 
received his early training as an architect, 
but soon turned to the historical aspects of 
the art and, in 1913, joined the newly con- 
stituted Royal Commission on Historical 
Monuments for England as technical editor. 
Thirty-five years later he was appointed a 
Commissioner. He found time to act as 
Secretary, and later President, of the Society 
of Antiquaries and was also President, in 
1945-48, of the Royal Archaeological 
Institute. He was made C.B.E. in 1932 and 
was knighted in 1944. His contribution to 
the literature of his subject included, “ Some 
Famous Buildings and their Story” (in 1913, 
with W. H. Godfrey), “ Romanesque 
Architecture in England” (1929), and 
“Romanesque Architecture in Western 
Europe” (1936). In the 1914-18 war he 
served in the Artists’ Rifles and later was 
commissioned in the Royal Sussex 
Regiment. 


Edward Weait, A.1.0.B. 


The death has occurred recently of Mr. 
Edward Weait, A.I.0.B., a director of Harry 
Weait, Ltd., builders, 82, Neal-street, W.C.2. 
He was formerly general manager of 
Howard and Co, 11, Broad-court, W.C.2, 
which firm he joined in 1917 as an office 
junior. 
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LONDON MASTER BUILDERS 
Luncheon to the Lord Mayor 


THe Lorp Mayor OF Lonpon, Alderman 
Sir Frederick Rowland, was the guest of 
honour at a luncheon given by the London 
Master Builders’ Association at the Savoy 
Hotel, London, on October 25. He was 
received by the President, Mr. R. R. Costain, 
C.B.E., who, in proposing the toast of “ The 
Lord Mayor, Sheriffs and Corporation of 
London,” said members of the Association 
were anxious to be allowed to get on with 
their job, particularly when they recalled 
the ruins in the City of London. It was to 


. be hoped, he said, that the works of con- 


struction carried out in the second half of 
the twentieth century would long survive. 

Sir Frederick Rowland, responding, spoke 
of the great traditions of the capital city of 
the Empire and said he hoped that the day 
would soon come when the City of London 
would again have a representative in* the 
Mother of Parliaments. 

A vote of thanks to the Lord Mayor was 
proposed by the Mayor of Westminster, 
Councillor W. E. Rice, C.B.E., J.P., a past- 
President of the Association. Among the 
guests at the luncheon was Mr. Richard 
Stokes, M.P., Minister of Works. 


THE NEED FOR APPRENTICES 
L.M.B.A. President’s Views 


AN URGENT PLEA for more apprentices in 
the building industry was made by Mr. R. R. 
CosTAIN, C.B.E., President of the London 
Master Builders’ Association, speaking at 
Croydon on October 24 at their Southern 
Area Meeting. Mr. R. F. Mansell, Chair- 
man of the Area, presided. 

For the next generation, said Mr. Costain, 
we are going to have to work full out. We 
are not at present recruiting the craftsmen 
of tomorrow in anything like the numbers 
we should to do that work. 

Housing today may not demand high 
craftsmanship. Mechanisation may be dis- 
placing some of the craft industries. But 
craftsmen we must have, and the apprentice 
of today is the craftsman of tomorrow. 

Young men, of course, can command 
higher rates of pay as unskilled workers 
than as apprentices. Employers have not all 
the work they would like on which to train 
apprentices. But somehow or other we 
have got to overcome both these difficulties 
or the industry will live to regret it. 

For the building industry is expanding. 
Whatever kinds of Government may be in 
power, the number of houses, schools, 
factories and public buildings to be built 
must increase over the next five, ten and 
20 years. And we shall not always be 
content with the architectural austerity of 
today. 

So I plead for more apprentices and 
quickly. To employers I say—Take a chance 
on it. And to the Unions—See -that your 
members’ sons do not join the ranks of the 
unskilled. Let them be craftsmen as you 
are and your fathers were before you. 

And if a shorter apprenticeship is neces- 
sary to attract the young men, let the 
industry neglect it at its peril. 


“* The Builder ’’ Measured Drawings Prize 


Mr. K. L. Asotr has won The Builder 
junior prize for Measured Drawings at the 
Bartlett School of Architecture, University 
of London. The senior prize was not awar- 
ded but the work of Lorna Harrison and 
J. Stanworth was commended. 
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NEW BUILDING TECHNIQUES 
FOR CANADA 


Exhibition in Toronto 


MPHE Ontario Association of Architects 

will again hold an exhibition’ of new 
building materials and techniques at the 
Royal York Hotel, Toronto, in conjunction 
with its annual convention and annual meet- 
ing in January next. 


The Association offers a cordial invitation 
to British manufacturers to show products 
which are at present, or will be in the imme- 
diate future, available on the Canadian 
market. Firms which have already shown 
interest in the display are Messrs. W. H. Colt 
(London), Ltd., Messrs. James Gibbons, 
Ltd., and Messrs: Richards Tiles, Ltd. 
Though the exhibition will be held for two 
days only (January 19-20), it will be attended 
by architects from all over the Province, 
and should be an excellent opportunity for 
United Kingdom to make their products 
known in this very considerable market. 


The closing date for applications for space 
is November 20, and the cost per booth is 
$100. Further information may be obtained 
from Mr. Peter Cleveland, A.R.I.B.A., of 
Tides, Ltd., 40 Pembridge-road, W.11, who 
is acting as agent for the exhibition. 


Particulars of the display have only just 
been received in this country, and shortage 
of time may prevent many from participat- 
ing. As the convention and exhibition is 
an annual affair, many United Kingdom 
manufacturers should be interested in making 
early contact with a view to taking part in 
1952. Manufacturers should find of interest 
The Builder Survey of Canada number 
(July 7 last). 


CERTIFIED CARPENTERS’ 
PRIZE AWARDS, 1950 


EacH YEAR the Incorporated British In- 
stitute of Certified Carpenters, through its 
eight United Kingdom sections, invites six 
technical colleges in order of rotation in 
each area to submit carpentry and joinery 
students’ models to compete for a section 
award of £1 Is. The selected models gain- 
ing this award are then forwarded to 
London for final judging and a further 
award of £4 4s. is made for the winning 
piece. This year the premier award goes 
to a student of Burnley Municipal College, 
Thomas Wolfenden, of Rossendale, Lancs, 
for a portion of a geometrical staircase with 
curtail step in mahogany. 


The other students whose models received 
the preliminary award by the sections and 
were submitted to London for final judg- 
ing were:—Central Section: Woolwich 
Polytechnic.—V. R. Jarrett, for a litany 
desk in English oak; Midland Section: 
Kidderminster School of Art—C. R. 
Grinnall, for a handrail scroll in mahogany: 
North Eastern Section: Sheffield Technical 
College.—P. Mitchell, for a litany desk. in 
mahogany and sycamore; Scottish Section: 
Dundee Technical College-—D. Henderson, 
for a portion of pew end for a R.C. church: 
Southern Section: East Cowes County 
Building School, I1.0.W.—D. Knight, for a 
curtail step (full size) in obeche; Western 
Section: Newport Technical College — 
F. Nicholls, for a boxed newell, handrail 
and spandrel framing in beech; West Scot- 
tish Section: Cambuslang School of Build- 
ing.—D. T. Hope, for a triangular louvre 
frame in deal. 
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THE BUILDER 


PUBLIC HEALTH IN RELATION TO TOWN AND 
COUNTRY PLANNING 


A Paper Read at the T. 


TH4t planning should not be primarily 

related to the needs of industry or to 
the distribution of raw materials but directly 
io the satisfaction of the fundamental needs 
of mankind was a view expressed by 
PROFESSOR F. A. E. Crew, M.D., D.Sc., 
Ph.D., F.R.S., when he addressed the recent 
Town and Country Planning Summer 
School on ‘“ Public Health in Relation to 
frown and Country Planning.” 

In the early part of his talk, Professor 
Crew spoke at some length on the develop- 
rent of a human society and referred to the 
five stages of development which together 
constitute the demographic cycle. The 
following extracts are taken from his 
subsequent remarks:— 

In the medical field steps have been taken 
to equalise the quality of the medical care 
hat is enjoyed by all individuals and sub- 
sroups within the population. But many of 
ihe most important factors that operate in 
the causation of infant death lurk in the 
physical conditions of the house and of the 
town, and the target of town and country 
planning should be the reduction of the high- 
est regional infant mortality rate to the 
lowest regional infant mortality rate by the 
transformation of the conditions and cir- 
cumstances of the worst environment into 
those of the best. 

The health of a population and the fitness 
of its environment can be measured by move- 
ments of the rate of mortality from tuber- 
culosis. Tuberculosis ranks high amongst 
the causes of disability and death in a popu- 
lation like that of Scotland. Though reduced 
to about half what it used to be a hundred 
years ago, it is still a very serious drain upon 
a population, particularly for the reason that 
its victims are to be found mainly among the 
young adults: indeed, among those aged 15- 
34 it kills a greater number than do all other 
causes together. 

The prevention of tuberculosis is not pri- 
marily a medical problem at all; it rests with 
those who play their various parts in the 
creation of an environmental milieu that in 
virtue of its properties enables the human 
subject to avoid or to resist the attack of the 
tubercle bacillus. 

The health of a population can be assessed 
by its growth potential, by its age and sex 
composition, by the proportions within it of 
the immature, the mature and the old. 

Both medicine and town and country plan- 
ning must be profoundly affected by the fall 
in the last hundred years in the numbers of 
the under 15s relative to the population as a 
whole and by the increase in the number of 
the old in relation to the population as a 
whole. In 1861 the under 15s constituted 36 
per cent. of the total population; they now 
constitute only 24 per cent. The 65s and 
over in 1861 constituted 5 per cent. of the 
total population, whereas now the percentage 
is 10, exactly double. 


Serious Problems 


The fall in the proportion of the under 
{5s has been checked for the time being as 
the result of the increase in the marriage 
rate during the war years and of the con- 
sequent rise in the birth rate. But the birth 
rate since the war has fallen again and there 
is no evidence as yet that the progressive de- 
cline in the proportion of the young in the. 
population has been permanently disturbed. 


and C.P. Summer School 


The increase in the birth rate in the later 
years of the war and in the immediate post- 
war years has, of- course, yielded a crop of 
serious problems relating to housing, schools, 
teachers and the like. For these extra 
children only short-term planning would 
seem to be required. Long-term planning 
must relate to a diminishing proportion of 
children, made more precious because of 
their relative paucity, a progressive decrease 
in the proportion of the 15-64s—the produc- 
ing group—and a progressive increase in the 
proportion of the 65s and over. The fall in 
the relative number of the mature producing 
and reproducing group will demand that 
very special attention shall be paid to their 
health and welfare. 

The age at marriage affects family size, and 
this in turn affects the plans of those who 
provide the houses that the people transform 
into homes. The women of the manual 
worker group tend to marry at younger ages 
than do those of the non-manual groups 
within the population. 

The size of the family in Scotland as in 
Britain as a whole has decreased fairly con- 
tinuously during the last century. The 
average in Britain to-day is 2.2 children, not 
enough to ensure population replacement. It 
varies according to social class, and the im- 
plications of such variations are of the utmost 
importance in planning, especially as these 
variations differ somewhat in different regions 
of Great Britain as well as in different social 
classes. The planner must have considerable 
knowledge of the population and of their 
present and future needs if his plans are to 
be directed towards the fulfilment of those 
needs. 

The suitability or otherwise of a country 
or of a part of it as a habitat for a human 
population can be assessed by the losses it 
endures through migration. , 

Medicine is concerned with those who 
leave a population through the portals of 
death, not with those who leave through the 
ports of embarkation. Nevertheless, medi- 
cine, like town and country planning, is much 
affected in its interests and activities by the 
latter, since they who go belong to the pro- 
ductive and reproductive group in which 
death is least active, and their going disturbs 
the proportions of old, mature and young 
within the population. 

The proportion of those who leave Scot- 
land and cross the Border has now become 
much greater than it used to be as compared 
with the proportion of those who leave for 
overseas. Relatively far greater numbers 
are now moving from Scotland into England 
and, moreover, those who go no longer come 
predominantly from the rural areas to go to 
the industrial town; relatively far more are 
now leaving industrial areas in Scotland. 
Indeed Glasgow and the Clyde valley are 
now contributing over half of those who 
leave. This may be taken as a measure of 
the suitability or otherwise of Scotland as an 
environment for its inhabitants, an environ- 
ment which was not planned to provide the 
means of satisfaction of the needs of those 
inhabitants but, as in Glasgow and the Clyde 
valley, served the demands of transport and 
industry. 

That planners are conscious of these trends 
and seek to understand them I am well aware, 
but these trends are symptoms of the reaction 
common among all animals of migrating 
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because their habitat is uncongenial or posi- 
tively dangerous, and neither planners nor 
practitioners of social medicine can passively 
accept such trends as inevitable. 


The Planner’s Yardsticks 


It is my submission that in the movement 
of the mortality rates of certain diseases— 
tuberculosis, for example—and of certain 
other rates such as the birth rate and the in- 
fant mortality rate, and in respect of such 
phenomena as the average age at marriage 
and life expectancy, the town and country 
planner may find yardsticks of very con- 
siderable delicacy and accuracy by the use 
of which he can design his plans. 

By implication I have presented the view, 
which I am quite sure is shared by all of you, 
that planning should not be primarily related 
to the needs of industry or to the distribution 
of raw materials but directly to the satis- 
faction of the fundamental needs of man- 
kind; that planning has for its primary object 
the creation of an environment that shall in 
respect of its conditions and circumstances 
be optimal for human life. 

If this be granted, then medicine and town 


‘and country planning are merely different 


instruments used by society for one and the 
same purpose, and you and I are not only 
colleagues but collaborators. As such we 
at present suffer from one very grave dis- 
advantage. Medical recommendations can 
be promulgated and disregarded by those to 
whom they are addressed. Plans can be de- 
signed and promptly pigeon-holed because 
they are found to be in conflict with power- 
ful interests or expediency. For this reason 
there is amongst those who serve social 
medicine equally with those who serve town 
and country planning a very deep sense of 
frustration. They must remain impotent 
whilst knowledge of the greatest possible 
value to man and to society accumulates 
unapplied and unexploited. 

In medicine much attention is now being 
given to what is being called health educa- 
tion. This used to deal with personal and 
public hygiene. Now it is equally con- 
cerned with a dissemination of the knowledge 
that exists and that has its bearing upon 
human health, happiness and efficiency and 
with the cultivation of a public will that this 
knowledge shall be applied. Because in the 
field of medicine both pain and fear operate 
to mould opinion there is some hope that 
with the passing of time the people, being 
educated, will insist that the available 
medical knowledge shall be used for the 
amelioration of man’s circumstances and for 
the betterment of man himseélf. 

In the field of town and country planning, 
with which I personally am not acquainted, 
it seems to me perhaps that the prospects 
are not so bright. From what I can learn 
as a citizen of Scotland’s capital, of which 
poets have written and artists raved but 
which has an infant mortality rate that is 
still far too high, plans for any amelioration 
of this human environment are being stub- 
bornly opposed by those who give greater 
heed to the traditional, to the historical or 
to the financially profitable than to the health 
of the child, to the convenience of the adult 
or to the care of the old. 

The purpose of town and country planning. 
as the purpose of social medicine, will not 
be achieved until the limitations of various 
kinds which are imposed upon it have been 
removed and until the obstacles of different 
kinds that stand in the way of the utilisation 
of existing and advancing scientific know- 
ledge in the task of social amelioration have 
been successfully fought and overcome. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 


NEW BUILDINGS 
Dunbartonshire.—Plans to be prepared for altera- 
tions for the Clydebank Co-operative Society, Ltd., 
at Garscadden-rd., Drumchapel, for whic the 
architects are Messrs. T. Bowhill Gibson & Laing, 
%, Palmerston-pl., Edinburgh. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for extensions at 
the Southern General Hospitai, Govan-rd., Shield- 
hall, for the Western Regionai_ Hospital Board, for 
which the architect is Mr. Forbes Murison, 64, 
West Regent-st., Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Glasgow. —Plans to be prepared ef alterations 
for Messrs. Montague Burtons, Ltd., at 208 to 212, 
Hope-st. and at 104 to 112, Sauchiehal!-st. Plans 
by Burtons architectectural staff, Hudson Mills, 
Leeds, Yorkshire. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been prepared for new 
primary school at  Priesthil.-cres., Priesthill. 
Architects, Messrs. F. J. Beveridge & Dallachay, 
A.R.LB.A., 248, West George-st., Blythswood-sq., 


Glasgow, W.C.2 

Lanarkshire.—Eldorado Ice Cream Co., Ltd., 14, 
West Smithfie'd-st., London, are to erect a new 
factory, estimated to cost £120,000, at Hamilton. 


Plans “by company’s architects. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


NOVEMBER 8. 
tBanstead U.D.C.—32 flats, Preston-la. estate, 
Tadwerth, Surrey. F. L. Shaw, C., Council House, 
Brighten-rd., Banstead. 
NOVEMBER 10. : 
New Hunstanton U.D.C.—12 houses, Hill-st. site. 
Harold Marsh, — A., 14, King-st., King’s 


Lynn. Dep. £2 
*NOVEMBER 13. 
Wallasey C.B.—Extensions to motor bus running 
rag etc., Seaview-rd. Boro’ A., Town Hall. Dep. 





£3 
}West Suffolk C.C.—Erection of mod. sec. sch. at 
Beyton. County A., 13, Westgate-st., Bury St. 
Edmunds. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by January 19. 
Wirra? U.D.C.—28 houses and 16 bungalows, Irby- 
rd. housing estate, Pensby, Wirral. C., Council 
Offiees, Heswell, Wirral. Dep. £5 5s. 
NOVEMBER 16. | 
Saint Ives R.D.C.—10 houses, Hemingford Abbots. 
Lea, Milner, Doe & wy architects, 4, Market- 
hill, Hunt: ngdon. Dep. £ 2 2s. 
NOVEMBER’ ae 
Milnrow U.D.C.—s0 flats on Firgrove estate. 
Council’s Surveyor, Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 27. 


-Erection of Aston prim, sch, and 


Yorkshire C.C.- 


Heckmondwike Dale-la. prim. sch. County A., 
Bishopgarth,” Westfield-rd., Wakefield. Dep. 
£2 2s. each contract. 

DECEMBER 1. ; 
Saltash B.C.—Five pairs of houses, Burration 


East site. A. de Barr, A.M.I.C.E., Church House, 
Saltash. Dep. £5 5s 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 
Bermondsey.—F.Ats.—Housing. and T.P. Com. 
approved sketch plans by B.C. “Architects? Dept. for 
19 flats, Lynton Est. 
Bethnal Green.—W.D. Repairs.—L.C.C. approved 
plans for W.D. repairs at Portman-pl. and Morpeth- 


st. schools at est. cost £39,118. Architects are 
Wim =. Simpson, Guthrie & Fyffe, . & 
L.R.L.B.A., 61, South Mo‘ton-st., W.1. 

Camberwell. —ReEP asms.—L.C.C. a pproved pre- 
liminary plans prepared by Cachemail'e-Day & 
Partners, F.R.I.B.A.. 1, Port-hill, Hertford, for 
repairs tc Mawbey-rd. sch., Camberwell. Est. cost, 
26,768. 

Camberwell.—ExtTEnsion.—L.C.C. approved  pro- 


posals for extending Camberwell Sch. of Arts and 
Crafts on site in Peckham-rd. Est. cost, £23,225. 
Plans by Counci:’s Architect. 

Hackney. AurEnaTions. TAO, approved _ pre- 
liminary plans by Nicholas . & D:xon-Spain, 
FF.R.IB.A., 19, Hanover- sq., W.1, for science 
laboratories and other alterations, Morning-la. sch., 
Hackney. 

Poplar.—P. ATS. _TP. Com. has appointed W. V. 
Zinn, M.I.C.E., 172, Buckingham Palace-rd., S.W.1, 
consultant engineer, for scheme for 44 flats and 
maisonettes, Teviot-st. area. 

St. Pancras. — Atterations. — L.C.C. 
scheme by Pite, Son & Fa‘rweather, FF.R.I.B.A 
6, Queen Anne’s-gate, S.W.1, for alterations to 
Stanhope Women’s Institute. Est. cost, £17,527. 

Shoreditch.—FLats.—B.C. Housing Com. to ac quire 
sites in New North-rd. and Shepherdess-walk areas 
for 156 flats. Plans by B.C.-Architects’ Dept. 

Shoreditch.—Fi.ats.—Further 60 flats to be erected 
on Pitfield estate by B.C. Plans by Architects’ 


ept. “ 
Shoreditch.—Fiats.—B.C. Housing Com. subm:tted 
to L.C.C. plans by counci:’s architects for 40 flats 
in area bounded by Whiston-rd., 
Kemp-st. and Weymouth-ter. 
Wandsworth. — Scnoo..— L.C.C. approved _pre- 
liminary plans by Counci!’s Architect for county 
prim. sch. at Wimbledon Park Side, Wandsworth. 
Est. cost, £116,350. 
Wood Green.—FLAts sub- 


approved 


Haggerston-rd., 


AND Snops.—Boro’ E. 


mitted sketch plan for 17 flats and five shops on 
selected site. 


M.H. approval sought. 
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Woolwich.—ScHoo.t.—L.C.C. approved preliminary 
plans by Council’s Architect for comprehensive 
high sch., King’s Park, Woolwich. Est. cost, 


£624,350 
(PROVINCIAL) 


Leicester.—T.C. to spend £429,633 on 343 houses, 
Goodwood estate. 


Manchester.—Reg. Hospital Board propose 
nurses’ home at Manchester Victoria Jewish 
Hospital; two additional buildings for research, 


Christie and Holt Radium Institute, Withington. 
Morpeth.—R.D.C. and Ashington U.D.C. propose 
1,646 houses, Lynemouth-El:ington area. 
Stourbridge.—T.C. to prepare quantities for 74 
houses, Wollescote; propose shops, Norton estate. 
Wednesbury.—C.C. propose extensions, Co. Tech. 
College, Walsall-st., at £75,000. Commence early 


next year. 
TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

© Denotes accepted by H. M. Government Depart- 
ments. 

Acton.—Eight flats, corner of West Lodge-ave. 
and Uxbridge-rd., for T.C. Circle Construction Co., 
Ltd., 65, Wembley Hill-rd.. Wembley, £11,913. 

*Ashton-under-Lyne.—60 houses, = 
“s m Wimpey and Co., Ltd., 

s-y-Coed.—12 houses, Bro Gethin site, for 
uDa” yeWilliams Bros., Denbigh-st., Llanrwst, 
£15,916. 


Durham.—Additions to Stanley ranmee School 
for County E.C. ‘*William Moss and Sons, Scots- 
wood-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, £44,624. 

Gorleston-on-Sea.—_New Baptist church at Lowes- 
toft-rd., Gorleston-on-Sea, Norfolk. *Prefabricated 
Constructions, Ltd., 28, 'Pont- st., London, S8.W.1. 

Lewisham.—Nine’ flats on site of Nos. 38-42, 
Silverdale, for B.C. *Henry Kent (Builders), Ltd., 
£15,145. 


for 


Lewisham.—Eight houses, Vestris-rd. and Farren- 
rd. site, for B.C. *Henry Kent (Builders), Ltd., 
£12,446. 

Liandudno.—14 houses, Conway-rd., for U.D.C. 
*P. T. Griffiths, Treherne Bryn, Llandudno, £21,850. 
6 —_ Conway-rd. *McNeil and Co., Llandudno, 
£6,588. 


{London (Air etn ak —Contracts to value cf 
£500 or over for week ended October 21. Building 
work: Geo. Wimpey and Co., Ltd., London, W.6; 
R. Corben and Son, Ltd., Maidstone, Kent; Thoro- 
good and Sons, Ltd., Surbiton, Surrey; John Laing 
and Son, Ltd., London, N.W.7 Painting work : 
Alfred Bagnall ‘and Sons, Lid., Bedminster, Bristol ; 
J. Hood, ‘Caldicot, nr. Chepstow ; Geo. Jones and 
Son (Contractors), Ltd., London, W.s. Waterproof- 
ing “a gl Plastic Applications, Ltd., Bramley, nr. 


Guildfore¢ Mainteriance work: Pochin (Contrac- 
tors), ta, Middlewich, Cheshire. Heating ser- 
vices: G. N. Haden and Sons, Ltd., London, W.C.1. 


€London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to the value 
of £500 or over for week ended October 28. Hutting: 
Geo. Wimpey and Co., Ltd., London, W.6. Building : 
Thos. Gill and Son, Norwich. Painting : Reid Bros., 
Carlisle. Maintenance work: S. Cronin and Sons, 
Ltd., ‘Brentwood, Essex. Relaying railway track : 
Eagre Construction Co., Ltd., Scunthorpe, Lines. 
Central heating and hot water services: Walter 
Cowen, Ltd., London, ‘W.14. 

GLondon (British Railways).—Following are 
contracts placed by British Railways (London 
Midland Region): *Mellowes and Co., Ltd., Cor- 
poration-st., ‘Sheffield, patent roof glazing to shons 
in Derby locomotive works; *Robertson Building 
Service, Wolverhampton Corrugated Iron Co., Ltd., 
Ellesmere Port, R.P.M. sheeting to shops in "Derby 
locomotive works; *Fletcher and Co. (Contractors), 
Ltd., Forest-rd., Mansfield, widening bridge 
carrying Oddicroft-la. over railway on Sutton-in- 
Ashfield branch; *Henry Tattersall, Ltd., Spotland 
Bridge, Rochdale, water mains at Carlisle bi nae 
by engine shed; *Evode, Ltd., Glover-st., Stafford, 
waterproofing Leicester Queen- st. goods shed ; 
*Demolition and Construction Co., Ltd., 3, St. 
James’s-sq., S.W.1, removal of roof coverings at 
Birmingham New-st. station; *British Challenge 
Glazing Co., Marshgate-la., Stratford, renewal of 
roof glazing at Euston station; *T. C. Jones and 
Co., Ltd., 93-95, Wood-la., W.12, supply and erec- 
tion of steelwork at Wolverton works. 

{London (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by M.O.W. 
for week. ended October 14 :— 

-London: Commonwealth Relations Office, White- 
hall, Internal painting, Alfred Bagnall and Sons, 
Lid., York ‘House, 141, Uxbridge-rd., London, W.12; 
London Museum, Lancaster House, War damage 


repairs, Ashby and Horner, Ltd., 92, Fenchurch-st. 
London, E.C.3; Home Office, Whitehall, Internal 
painting, F. Troy and Co., Ltd., 131, Gt. Suffolk-st., 
London, S.E.1. Berkshire: Windsor Home Park, 


Erection of sub-tations (electrical), E. E. Reed and 
Co. (Builders), Ltd., School-la., Farnham Common, 


Bucks. 
Flintshire: No. 3 Polish Hospital, 

tions and erection of new boiler house, The Whit- 
church (Salop) Contractors, Ltd., Castle Hill, Whit- 
church, Salop. Glamorganshire : 30, 34, %, 38, 39, 40 
and 44, Castle-st., Swansea, Alterations, Henry A. 
Ellis, Wind-st., Swansea. Hampshire : Branch P.O., 
207, Portswood-rd., Southampton, Alterations, Lloyd 
and Jenkins, 58. Westend- td., Bitterne, Southamp- 
ton. Kent: Sidney House, Ashford, Alterations, 
additions and new ‘hutted accommodation, : 
Epps and Sons, Lid., 24, Station-rd., Ashford. 


Penley, ‘ee 
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Leicestershire : Leicester T.E. and Telephone Re. 
peater Station, Extension, Ford and Weston, Ltd. 
Amastonzrd., Derby. Middlesex: India Pavilior, 
Wembley, ‘Adaptations, Haymills (Contractors), Ltd., 
Empire House, Hangar Green, Western-ave., Wo: 
Temporary Office arrow. fi eo Bxtonsion to 
canteen, Howard Farrow v3: ., Russel! - 
par., Golders Green-rd., 

Northumberland : Ponteinnd “Erection of auto. 
matic T.E. and postman’s office, John Jackson =a 
Sons 72,  Corporation-st., ‘Newcastle-on- 
Staffordshire : Telephone Manager and N . 
Offices, Stafford-st., aed Internal_redecorations, 
T. E. Talbot, nard-st., Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent. 
Yorkshire : Telephone Exchan re. Rag Exten- 
sion, R. Rouse and Sons, High-st., Mansfield Wood- 
house, Notts. 

{London (M.O.W.).— Following are contracts 
placed by Ministry of Works to October 21 :-- 
Aberdeenshire: Longside, nr. Peterhead, Temporary 
classrooms, Pelling and Cronshaw, ‘Ltd., 17, Lindsey- 
st., Arbroath. Beds: College of “Aeronautics, Crap- 
freld, External painting, ‘Haymills (Contradtors’, 
Ltd., Hangar Green, W.5. - 
cott, Lavatory block, Jesse Mead, Ltd., 176, pe 
hampstead- rd., Chesham. Dorset: 'M. of 
Slaughterhouse, South-st., Sherborne, iideaiieas 
and additions, A. J. Stainer, Bristol-rd. Sherborne ; 
West Moors, Pinon One pair Forestry Con: 
mission houses, Butler and Whittle, Corfe ‘Muller, 
Wimborne. Dumfries : Dept. of Ag. for Scotland. 
Croswellhil, Dumfries, Hutted accommodatior. 


James Barclay, West Lan. eo Kilmarnock. 
East Lothian: Blackcastle Innerwick, Bela. 
station, Brown Fraser and “Go. Lochbridge-rd., 


Middz : HMSO, ety moe lea 

ane in r nall ani 
Sons, Ltd., 141, Uxbri mW a2. Norfolk : Nort) 
Walsham. Unattend ao ® telephone ex 
change, Bush Builders (Norwich), Mile Crossa., 
Norwich. Suffolk: Stowmarket, Grain silos, Thor. 
Vale and Sons, Ltd. Stourport-on-Severn, Worcs 
Sussex: Hastings telephone exchange, Alterations 
and additions, : rben and Son, Ltd., 2, 
Pelham-st., Hastings; telephone exchange and sori- 
ing office, orth rd., Brighton, aoe and addi- 
tions, Wilson and Sone, “— ons t, James-st.., 
a leg " Warwicks: P.O. rage, Commer. 
cial-st., pirminghem. Internal painting and clean- 
ing, G.H.T rf ayene. Ltd., Wolverhampton-rd., 
Dudley, Worcs. Yorks: P.O. automatic telephone 
exchange, Shipley; extensions and alterations, J. 
Petty and Co. (Shipley), Ltd., Manor-rd., Shipley ; 
Hawkhills, Easingwold, Two pairs .d. houses, 
Walter Thompson Contractors), td., 17, North-end, 
Northallerton. 

{London (War Dept.).—Works contracts p!aced by 
War Department in week ended October 21 :—York- 
shire : rainting and decorating, W. T. Pickering 
and Son, Ltd., Stockton-on-Tees. Edinburgh : Build- 
ing, John Laing and Son, Ltd., Mill Hill. Warwick- 
shire: Plant installation, Heat and Air Systems, 
Ltd., London, S.W.1. Cheshire : Building, Realty 
Development Co.. Ltd., Altrincham; building, L. LL. 
Roberts, Ltd., Wirral. ge Supply and installa- 
tion of boilers and stokers, The Ducatt Heating Co., 
Lid., Stourbridge. Sussex: Miscellaneous, W. A. 
James and Sons, Brighton. Essex: Miscellaneous, 
Baker Hammond and oe. Lid., ee 
Surrey: Miscellaneous, H. H. and F. Roll, 
Epsom, of Wight : Miscellaneous, W. 4H. Buea 
and Son, I. of W. Wiltshire : Painting, Fields, Lid., 
Reading. Hampshire : Painting and decorating. 
George Jones and Sons (Contrs.), Ltd.,-London. W.8. 
Wiltshire: Painting and decorating. Hayes 
and Sons, Ltd., Bristol: Morayshire: Building, 
James Blake, Ltd., Aberdeen. 

Macclesfield.—40 houses, Ivy-rd.. estate, for .T.C.: 
*“H. Owen & Son, Ltd., Poynton Park. Poynton, 
Stock port (subject to M.H. approval). Six houses 
and eight aged persons’ bungalows: *Bamford 
Bros., Bo:lington (subject to M.H. approval). 

Mansfield.—Infants’ school, Eakring-rd., 
C.C.: *H. Baggeley, Ltd., 7. 

Middlesbrough.—70 houses, Berwick Hills honsing 
site, for T.C. J. A. Kenyon, Boro’ a M - 
man, Middlesbrough, 22 houses ; “A. R. Cubitt, 
Middlesbrough, 30 houses; and “Syke” Bros., Ltd., 
Redcar, 18 houses. 

Newcastle-on-Tyna.—21 houses, ro. 
Blackett-Ord estate. for T.C. City A., Kenyon, 
18, C!oth-market, Newcastle: *Carr & ‘¢ Krk td., 
Stocksfield-ave., Fenham, Newcastle - on - Tyne, 


North Berwick. 
Wealdstone, Internal 


for 


£29,820. 

bo mye ay a7 “Bar shops and flats. eptegs 
housing site, for T.C. George Kenyon, City A., 18, 
Cloth- market, Newcastle: *R. Bowey & Son. Ltd. 
Back Raby- st., Newcastle- on-Tyne, £38,567 (in lieu 
of tender withdrawn). 

Oldham.—104 “No Fines” houses, Fitton Hil! 
estate, for B.C.: *G. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., £136.810. 
132 houses, Unit Construction Co., Ltd., aia, Brook- 
st.. Knutsford, Cheshire. 

Shoraditch. —Partial re: instatement, Haggerston 
swimming baths, for B.C.: *Tersons, Lid., 219,006 
(subject to M.H. approv2?). 

Pg oe gg houses, Buckton —_ estate, for 

©. Architects. Howard & nson, , Mosley-st., 

*W. G. West & Co. ita Stockport, 


Stockton - on - Tees.—14 bungalows, _Roseworth 
estate, for T.C. Boro’ A., 28, The Square, Stockton: 
*L. Brown & Sons, Bowesheldle., Stockton-on-Tees 
(in lieu of tender withdrawn). 

Worthing.—Four agg 7 of poneee and two blocks 
of flats, by ame for R . Chir; agg 
E. & §&., Mill-rd  Bewmich Builders Ltd., 
Gardner-rd., Portslade. 


Manchester: 











